F 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Maton NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 1255 Washington, D. C. October 8, 1949 


the index of prices received by grow- 
ers for all fruits declined, dropping 17 
points (11 percent) between mid- 
August and mid-September to 143 per- 
cent of its August, 1909-July, 1914, 
average,” according to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, USDA. “This 
was one of the sharpest drops ever 
reported between August and Sep- 
tember. 

“Prices for all important deciduous 
fruits, led by grapes, apples, and 
peaches, showed substantial declines 
as supplies became more plentiful. 
Citrus prices continued to fall with 
supplies mainly coming from Cali- 
fornia,” BAE stated. 


Social Security Bill Passed 
By House Affects Canners 


H. R. 6000 containing comprehen- 
sive amendments to the Social Secu- 
rity Act providing for increased bene- 
fits and extended coverage was passed 
by the House on October 5. 


Although probably the most far- 
reaching amendment to the Social 
Security Act since its enactment in 
1935, the bill passed by the House is 
less drastic than some of the earlier 
versions of the bill. No provisions of 
the bill are specifically directed at the 
canning industry, but canners, along 
with all other employers, will be di- 
— affected by the bill if it becomes 
aw. 


Of principal interest to canners are 
the provisions of H. R. 6000 with re- 


(Please turn te page 314) 


FDA Inspection Regulations for 
Canned Shrimp and Oysters 


Notice is given in the Federal 
Register of October 6 that the 
Federal Security Administrator 
proposes to amend the regula- 
tions for the inspection of 
canned shrimp and canned oys- 
ters under the Federal Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act. In- 
terested parties may submit 
their views in writing until No- 
vember 5. 


The N. C. A. has filed a brief pro- 
testing minimum salary requirements 
in proposed regulations defining white 
collar workers exempt under Section 
row (1) of the Fair Labor Standards 

ct. 


The Association asserts in its brief 
that the proposed minimum salary 
levels (see INFORMATION LETTER of 
September 17, page 299) are entirely 
unreasonable as applied to the canning 
industry, that they are based almost 
entirely on indirect indications while 
direct evidence is ignored, and that 
there is no basis for the $100 a month 
differential between the salary mini- 
mum for executive employees and the 
minima for administrative and profes- 
sional employees. 

The brief utilizes the survey of the 
industry made by the Association in 
November, 1947, when 23.6 percent 
of the canners responding stated that 
they were paying their executives less 
than $225 a month, the minimum 
salary level proposed for executives, 
and 87 percent reported that they pay 


Conferees on the wage-hour 
bill, H. R. 5856, did not meet 
this week. Their next meeti 
is scheduled Tuesday, October 11. 


their administrative employees less 
than $325 a month and 81.8 percent 
reported that they pay professional 
employees less than $325 a month, the 
minimum salary level proposed for ad- 
ministrative and professional em- 
ployees. 

“This evidence is in the record of 
the hearings, and it cannot be said 
that a regulation which excludes the 
administrative and professional em- 
ployees of more than 80 percent of 
the employers in an industry is a rea- 
sonable definition,” the brief states. 

The brief was filed in accordance 
with the notice of the proposed re- 
visions of the regulations, published 
in the Federal Register of September 
10, allowing interested parties 30 days 
to submit in writing any data, views 
or arguments with respect to the pro- 
posed amendments. 


RMA Research and Services 


Marketing research and services 
will continue to receive major atten- 
tion under the Research and Market- 
ing Act, and advisory committees will 
continue to play an important part in 
the development of the program under 
the Act, according to assurances given 
recently by USDA officials. 

The Agricultural Research Policy 
Committee met recently for the first 
time since changes in the organization 
of the Department’s research and mar- 
keting programs were announced. On 
July 26, Secretary Brannan had as- 
signed general supervision of market- 
ing policies and programs to Assistant 
Secretary Knox T. Hutchinson and 
responsibility for administering the 
Research and Marketing Act to Dr. 
P. V. Cardon, research administrator 
of the Department. 

The Committee again made special 
mention of the need for strengthening 
college and university training for in- 
dividuals interested in the field of ag- 
ricultural marketing. 


1949 Canned Pea Pack 


The total 1949 pack of green peas 
was 24,944,874 actual cases, the Asso- 
ciation’s Division of Statistics reports. 
The green pea pack for 1948 was 24,- 
446,054 actual cases. 

On the basis of standard cases 
of 24/2's, the 1949 pack was 23,468,000 
as compared with 23,356,000 in 1948. 

Comparisons of 1948 and 1949 packs, 
by states, are on page 313. 


1949 Canners Directory 
Mailed to Members 


The 1949 Canners Directory 
was mailed this week to all As- 
sociation members. It lists all 
food canners in the United 
States and territories, alpha- 
betically by states and by each 
canner’s home or plant, 
lists the commodities packed by 
each canner, and designates can- 
ners who are N.C.A. members. 


information Letter 


Program details for the 1950 Con- 
ventions are still being arranged by 
the three sponsoring associations. 


Jan. 22—Registration of National Food Brokers Association 
Jan. 23—Business meetings of N. F. B. A. 
Jan. 24-27—Sales meetings—brokers, buyers, and sellers 
Jan. 26—Meetings of N.C.A. Administrative Council and Committees 
Jan. 27—Meetings of N.C.A. Board of Directors 
Jan. 27—Young Guard Banquet 
Jan. 27—Opening of Canning Machinery and Supplies Exhibit 
Food Congress on Production 
January 28-31 

(Jointly sponsored by NM. C. A. and C.M.85.A.) 
Jan. 28-30— Canning Machinery and Supplies Exhibit 
Jan. 28—Opening General Session of N. C. A. 
Jan. 28—N.C.A. Conference on Insecticides 
Jan. 28—N.C.A. Fisheries Conference 
Jan. 28—C. M. &S. A. Dinner Dance 
Jan. 29—N. C. A. Raw Products Conference 
Jan. 29— Closing General Session of N. C. A. 
Jan. 30— Technical Sessions of the N. C. A. 


E 1950 CONVENTION 


(Details Announced to Date; Subject to Revision) 
As they are finalized, they will be 
announced and added to this sched- 
ule of principal events. 
National Food Sales Conference 

January 24-27 
(Jointly sponsored by N.C.A. and N.F.B.A.) 


CONVENTION 


Plans for Machinery Exhibit 


Ken Hamel of Owens-Illinois Glass 
Company has consented to act as of- 
ficial press representative for the Can- 
ning Machinery & Supplies Associa- 
tion at the C. M. &S. A. Exhibit in At- 
lantie City in January. 

Information about the C. M. &S. A. 
Exhibit can be obtained by writing 
Mr. Hamel at the Duraglas Center, 
14th and Adams, Toledo 1, Ohio. 

Mr. Hamel will have headquarters 
in the N.C.A. press room in Conven- 
tion Hall during the Convention 
period. 


PROCUREMENT 


PERSONNEL 


California Olive Association 


The California Olive Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at its annual meeting: 


President—Louis B. Sammis, Rocca 
Bella Olive Association, Wallace; vice 
president — Lee Newkirk, Maywood 
Packing Co., Corning; and secretary- 
treasurer—Miss Erline Hevel, San 
Francisco (reelected). 


‘National Meat Canners Assn. 


Officers of the National Meat Can- 
ners Association elected at the associa- 
tion’s annual meeting are: 


President—Russell M. Smith, Wil- 
son & Co., Inc., Chicago (reelected) ; 
first vice president—Clinton Nelson, 
Libby, MeNeill & Libby, Chicago; sec- 
ond vice president—Gus Roberts, The 
Cudahy Packing Co., Chicago; treas- 
urer—-William F. Foell, Foell Packing 
Co., Chicago; and secretary—J. II. 
Moninger, Chicago (reelected). 


Texas Canners Association 


All officers of the Texas Canners 
Association were reelected at the as- 
sociation’s annual convention in San 
Antonio last weekend. They are: 

President—John E. Frost, Delta 
Canning Co., Raymondville; vice presi- 
dent—Van C. Snell, Harlingen Can- 
ning Co., Harlingen; treasurer—Clyde 
Young, L. Maxcy Texas Corp., Wes- 
laco; and executive secretary — J. 
Overby Smith, Weslaco. 


National Shrimp Canners Assn. 


The National Shrimp Canners & 
Packers Association elected the fol- 
lowing officers at a meeting held Sep- 
tember 14: 

President—T. B. Holcombe, Indian 
Ridge Canning Co., Inc., Houma, La. 
(reelected); vice presidents—C. M. 
Carriere, Southern Shell Fish Co., 
Inc., Harvey, La. (reelected); A. O. 
Soares, Biloxi Canning & Packing Co., 
Inc., Biloxi, Miss., (reelected); and 


John Versaggi, Versaggi Shrimp Co., 
Patterson, La.; and secretary-treas- 
urer—Miss Leonora Decuers, New Or- 
leans (reelected). 


QMC Field Buying Offices 


Col. Fred M. Fogle, commanding 
officer of the Chicago Quartermaster 
Purchasing Office, Western Branch, 
announces to all Northwest canners 
that the Seattle Field Office, located 
at 4735 East Marginal Way, Seattle, 
has been closed. 

All business formerly conducted by 
the Seattle Field Office will hereafter 
be handled by the Chicago Quarter- 
master Purchasing Office, Western 
Branch, at Oakland, it was announced. 


Invitations for Bids 


0 Purchasing 
t 16th 2 * Vork 3 on! 


1819 West Pershing Road „ in 
land Army Base, Oakland . 
Branch). 


Veterans Administration—Procurement Divi- 
sion, Veterans — Building, Wash- 
ington 26, D. 

The Walsh- r Public Contracts Act will 

ly to all operations performed after the date 
af ‘notice of award if the total value of a con- 
tract is $10,000 or over. 

The QMC has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following: 

CANNED Sunimp (wet pack) — 6,328 No. 1 
cans, f.o.b. destination. Bids due at Oakland 
under Bid No. QM-04-498-50-60 by Oct. 25. 

Pinearece Juice (Fancy )—224,594 dozen No. 
2 and 87,883 dozen 46-0. cans, f. o. b. origin. 

ids due at Oakland under Bid No. QM-04- 
4938-50-62 by Oct. 27. 

Pingarrce Juice (Fancy) —188,074 dozen No. 
2 and 242,349 dozen No. 3 cylinder cans, f. o. b. 
origin. Bids due at Oakland under Bid No, 
QM-04-493-50-63 by Oct. 27. 


CANNED (Choice)—183,230 dozen 
No. 10 cans or equivalent quantities in No. 2 
or No. 2% cans (slices, tidbits, or chunks) 
fo.b, origin. Bids due at Oakland under Bid 
No, QM-04-493-50-64 by Oct. 28. 

CaNNep (Fancy)-—Quantities of 
slices, tidits, chunks, and crushed pineapple in 
No, 10, No, 2, and No. 2% cana, f. o, b. origin. 
Bids due at Oakland under Bid No. QM-04-493- 
50-65 by Oct. 28. 
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STATISTICS 


Baby Food Report Revised 


The September baby food supply, 
stock and shipment report has been 
revised by the Association’s Division 
of Statistics. Copies of the revised 
report have been mailed to all baby 
food canners. 


Baby Food Supply, Stocks and Shipments 


1948 1949 
(thousands of dozens) 

Canner stocks, Jan. 1........ 40,687 53,782 
Pack, Jan. through Aug...... 72,806 74,052 
122,583 128,734 
Canner stocks, Sept. 1....... 39,000 46,007 
Canner shipments, Aug....... 11,010 10,736 
Canner shipments, Jan. 

through Aug........ 83,583 82,727 


1949 Asparagus Pack 


The 1949 pack of asparagus totaled 
4,489,890 actual cases as compared 
with the 1948 pack of 3,698,035 actual 
cases, the Association’s Division of 
Statistics reports. 

Details of the 1949 pack of canned 
asparagus by states, with comparisons 
with 1948, are shown as follows: 


Per Capita Consumption 
Of Major Food Commodities 


Detailed information on the per 
capita consumption of all major food 
commodities in the United States since 
1909 is brought together for the first 
time in Consumption of Food in the 
United States, 1909-48, issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 


Included in the report are basic data 
on supplies and distribution from 
which the consumption estimates are 
derived. Statistics of the National 
Canners Association were used in the 
compilation of the tabular and explan- 
atory material and are cited fre- 
quently for their value. 


In addition to the per capita con- 
sumption estimates, the publication in- 
cludes chapters on food supplies and 
distribution, the nutritive value of the 
U. S. food supply, and supplementary 
material on the demand for food. 


The report presents estimates of 
per capita consumption for numerous 
canned foods. The following esti- 
mates of per capita consumption by 
major classes of canned foods are 
extracted from the report: 


1948 1949 Fruit 2 Baby 
All Green —— (actual cases) —— Year Fruits Juices ish Soups Foods 
438,718 405,662 (pounds) 
Illinois. .... 500,519 471,858 1940 18.8 7.10 34.2 4.2 6.8 7 
Den 360,398 404,018 1041. 17.8 8.50 36.6 4.7 6.9 on 
e 258,623 300,066 1942 17.6 8.30 306 22 73 1.2 
UU Se 979,063 1,105, 120 1043..... 12.8 7.68 36.7 1.0 53 1.6 
Other states. 138,576 102,253 1044..... 9.3 10.51 34.2 2.6 6.7 2.1 
1045..... 14.3 10.80 42.0 26 7.5 2.7 
Total All Green 2,604, 797 3,050,885 1046..... 21.8 17.76 40.6 38 87 2.8 
White: 1947..... 18.2 16.31 40.0 3.8 7.2 2.8 
r 1,003,238 1,490,006 1048¢.... 17.7 18.1 36.5 ... 7.2 3.2 
* Data for 1948 are preliminary. 


Total U. 8. pack........ 3,608,035 4, 489,890 


Pack of Green Peas in Cases All Sizes for 1948 and 1949 


Sweets Alaskas Sweets 
(actual cases) (actual cases) 
Northeast: 
W.. 33,492 1, 474, 525 19, 204 741,276 
Middle-Atlantic: 
sl 581,841 260,178 405, 403 455, 847 
Delaware and New Jersey................ 40, 765 57,920 30. 401 (a) 
132, 152 581,334 123, 652 420, 390 
16,121 20, 250 38, 908 8,415 
\lid-west: 
⸗’²Z!̃ ‚ 125, 362 30,029 130, 300 34, 235 
idiana 196, 798 14, 603 281,879 (a) 
TSE 358, 549 1, 808, 632 233,213 1, 232,028 
b 8, 202 441, 280 (a) 189, 551 
² AAA 2. 980, 607 4.370, 424 4,063,342 5, 798, 284 
812,054 1, 792. 667 887, 028 2,134,811 
204, 627 233, 137 251, 638 376,769 
West: 
\.ashington and Oregon 332, 527 5,714,623 192, 003 4,411,353 
Other states e 2,261 300, 363 568, 492 
J 5, 825, 448 18, 620, 606 6, 667,060 18,277,814 


(a) Included in Other states. 


MEETINGS 


Canners League of California 


The Canners League of California 
will hold its 1950 annual meeting on 
March 20-21 instead of March 23-24, 
as originally scheduled, because addi- 
tional hotel facilities will be available 
on the earlier date, according to an 
announcement by M. A. Clevenger, 
executive vice president. The meeting 
will be held at the Biltmore Hotel in 
Santa Barbara. 


Maine Canners Association 


The annual meeting of the Maine 
Canners Association will be held De- 
cember 5 at the Falmouth Hotel, Port- 
land, it has been announced by F. 
Webster Browne, secretary-treasurer. 


PROMOTION 


Corn Canners Organization 


The National Committee of Inde- 
pendent Corn Canners, which proposes 
to develop national merchandising 
support for distributors of members’ 
canned corn, was created recently with 
Chicago headquarters. John P. Krae- 
mer of Mammoth Spring Canning Co., 
Sussex, Wis., was named chairman, 
and the Byrne Marcellus Company, 
Chicago, was selected to manage the 


group’s activities. 


National Apple Week 


A nationwide campaign of publicity 
and promotion soon will begin to spot- 
light the 1949 National Apple Week, 
October 29 to November 5. 


National Apple Week is to be pub- 
licized through national magazines, 
press releases supplied to newspaper 
editors, advertising tie-ins, and local 
committees, all under coordination by 
the National Apple Week Association, 
154 East Avenue, Rochester 4, N. Y. 


Upper Midwest Food Sales 


Upper Midwest Food Sales, a study 
of the food market in Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
southwestern Wisconsin, has been pub- 
lished by the Twin City Food Brokers 
Association, 1954 University Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minn., which will supply 
copies without charge. The booklet 
analyzes how food sales are made in 
that area. 


Information Letter 


Social Security Bill 
(Concluded from page 311) 


spect to tax rates. The present Social 
Security Act provides for an old-age 
insurance contribution rate of one 
percent each from employees and em- 
ployers through 1949, 1% percent 
each in 1950 and 1951, and 2 percent 
each thereafter. H. R. 6000 provides 
for a contribution rate of 1% percent 
each in 1950 (the same as in the pres- 
ent law) but increases the contribu- 
tion rate to 2 percent each for the 
years 1951 through 1959, 2% percent 
each for the years 1960 through 1964, 
3 percent each for the years 1965 
through 1969, and 3% percent each for 
the years beginning with 1970. 

As important as the increase in 
rates is the increase in basic compen- 
sation on which taxes are payable. 
Under the present Act, the tax is pay- 
able only on the first $3,000 of an 
employee’s wages, but H. R. 6000 pro- 
vides that taxes shall be paid on the 
first $3,600 of an employee’s pay. 
Earlier bills, however, had proposed 
to raise the basic compensation on 
which taxes were payable from $3,000 
to $4,800 

H. R. 6000 would extend the cover- 
age of the Social Security Act to 11,- 
000,000 persons in addition to the 35,- 
000,000 now covered, according to the 
House Committee report on the bill. 
The following groups would be brought 
under the Act by the bill: 

Nonfarm self-employed persons (but 
not lawyers, doctors, and other profes- 
sional men) with earnings of more 
than $400 a year; employees of state 
and local governments; domestic serv- 
ants in a private home; employees of 
nonprofit institutions; certain agricul- 
tural processing workers off the farm; 
federal employees not covered under 
any retirement system; salesmen (in- 
cluding outside salesmen) who were 
excluded from coverage by the Gear- 
hart resolution in the 80th Congress; 
certain employees in the Virgin Is- 
lands and Puerto Rico; employees out- 
side the U. S. employed by an Ameri- 
can employer; and employees on Amer- 
ican aircraft outside the U. S. 

The amendments to the agricultural 
exemption from the Act are of at least 
indirect interest to canners. The pres- 
ent Act specifically excludes from 
coverage persons engaged in agricul- 
tural labor, which is defined as ordi- 
nary work on a farm or handling, 
planting, drying, packing, packaging, 
processing, freezing, grading, storing, 
or delivering any agricultural or hor- 
ticultural commodity when this service 
is performed as an incident to ordi- 
nary farm operations or as an incident 


to the preparation of fruits and vege- 
tables for market. The present Act 
also provides that “service performed 
in connection with commercial canning 
or freezing” shall not be exempt. Un- 
der these provisions in the present 
Act such workers as fresh fruit and 
vegetable packing house employees 
have been exempt. 


The bill which passed the House 
on October 5 would narrow the agri- 
cultural exemption in several respects. 
In order to be exempt, the employee 
engaged in handling and packing of 
agricultural commodities would have 
to be employed by the operator of a 
farm or by a group of operators of 
farms, a requirement not contained in 
the present Act. In addition, the ag- 
ricultural commodity on which the 
work is being performed would have 
to be “in its unmanufactured state.” 
Thus, under this provision fruit and 
vegetable packing house workers who 
are not employed by an operator of a 
farm or employees engaged in making 
apple cider would not be exempt. The 
language in the present Act specifi- 
cally providing that the Act shall ap- 
ply to service performed in connection 
with commercial canning or freezing 
has been retained in the bill. 


Benefits would be substantially in- 
creased under H. R. 6000 as it passed 
the House. Persons currently receiv- 
ing benefits would have their monthly 
benefits increased by about 70 percent 
on the average. Persons who retire 
after 1949 would have their benefits 
computed under a new formula, which 


would approximately double the aver- 
age benefits payable under the present 
Act. Thus, a single worker with an 
average monthly wage of $100 cov- 
ered for 20 years who is entitled to 
benefits of $30 a month under the pres- 
ent Act would be entitled to $55 a 
month under the bill. 

In the earlier versions of this legis- 
lation the present exemption for fish- 
ermen employed on vessels of less than 
10 net tons except those engaged in 
commercial salmon or halibut fishing 
would have been wiped out. H. R. 
6000 as it passed the House would 
leave the present exemption for fisher- 
men untouched. 

H. R. 6000 now goes to the Senate 
Finance Committee, which has not yet 
held any hearings on this legislation. 
It is not expected that the bill will 
reach the Senate floor until the next 
session. 


Booklet on Merchand 
Issued by 


A booklet entitled Merchandising 
Service and the Food Broker, which 
is designed to serve as an educational 
medium for brokers who may wish 
to set up an adequate merchandising 
department and for manufacturers 
who are interested in the subject, has 
been issued by N. F. B. A. 

Canners may obtain copies without 
charge by writing to the National 
Food Brokers Association, 527 Munsey 
Building, Washington 4, D. C 


TABLE OF 
PAGE 

Congress 
Ww hour conference $11 


Social security bill passed by 
House affects canners...... 

Labor 

N.C.A. protests regulations ** 
posed under Sec. 13 (a) (1). 311 


Statistics 


311 


Parity ratio for fruits 311 
1949 canned pea pack 311 
Baby food report revised os 


green peas in cases all 
2 for 1948 and 1949 
Per capita consumption of majer 


food commodities........... 13 
Research 
RMA research and services 311 
Standards 
FDA inspection lations for 
canned shrimp and oysters 311 
Association Activities 
1949 Canners to 
members 311 


CONTENTS 

PAGE 
Convention 
The 1950 convention $12 
Plans for machinery exhibit... $12 
Personnel 
California Olive Association..... 312 
National Meat Canners Assn..... 312 
Texas Canners Association 312 
National Shrimp Canners Assen. 312 
Procurement 
QMC field buying . $12 
Invitations for bids .. 312 
Meetings 
Canners League of California 313 
Maine Canners Association . 818 
Promotion 
Corn canners organization. 313 
National apple wee g 313 
Upper Midwest food sales 313 


Publication 
Booklet on 
by N. F. B. A. 


